














- Chapter 1 - 

THE BEGINNINGS 
On the evening of 14th February 1922 a group of enthusiastic young men met in 
the Working Men’s Institute at Ballyhackamore in the district known as Knock 
on the outskirts of the city of Belfast. 

The object of these young men’s enthusiasm was the motorcycle. in particuiar 
they were keen to use their machines for competition against each other and to 
promote events where they could pit both themselves and their beloved bikes 
against others in Ireland. 

Thus was born the Knock Motor Cycle Club which in this year, 1997, celebrates 
its 75th anniversary. Over those past 75 years the club has built up an enviable 
reputation for organising and promoting events of the very highest calibre, and 
it continues to do so in trials, motocross, and short-circuit racing. 

Having competed in international events inkhe British Isles and in Europe I can 
testify without fear of contradiction that the organisation and promotion of 
Knock Club events is second-to-none. 

But going back to 1922 it is very interesting to compare the motorcycling scene 
in Ireland then to that of today. In those heady days there were actually more 
motorcycles on the roads than motorcars. The two-wheelers accounted for 
almost six-and-a-half thousand out of a total of just over eleven thousand 
motorised vehicles. Take a seat on the bank at Juniper Hill the evening before 
the North-West 200 now and you can count that number go past in just about 
half-an-hour. 

What of the machines themselves? Unlike today the one machine was used, not 
only as your day-to-day transport but as a trials bike one weekend, a road-racer 
the next, and a scrambler the next. 

There were of course already the well-known names of motorcycling such as 
AJS, ARIEL, BSA, MATCHLESS, NORTON and the like, many in those early 
days, listing a ”sports” model. But there were many others the names of which 
have long since gone into the annals of history. Names such as DUNELT, 
ZENITH, DOUGLAS, RALEIGH, PAND M and ABC, were all available making 
the choice of machinery a much wider one than is available to today’s 
motorcyclist. 

There was plenty of technical interest too. When today’s generation think of the 
machines of that bygone era the sort of things which do not immediately spring 
to mind are upside-down telescopic forks, watercooled disc-valve twin two- 
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